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		Engineering ethics generally refers to the moral principles that guide the engineering profession. This is an area that is just as critical for the profession as the mathematical and technical engineering skillset. At the beginning of this course, I did not recognize the depth and relevance of ethics in the engineering profession and I considered it among the lighter courses to meet the minimum requirements in terms of academic grades. At the end of this course, I have realized how critical it is for engineers to act ethically as their decisions have huge implications on the safety, health and welfare of the public. There are numerous examples where engineers have made small errors that have led to huge disasters for example the case of the shuttle Challenger where the engineers ignored a small design flaw and the results were a huge explosion that took lives of the seven crew members only 73 seconds after the lift off.
	My expectations about an ethical engineer are now very clear and among the most important issues that I would adhere to are prioritizing health and safety of the public first in whatever decision that I make. Ethical engineers should also practice only in their areas of competence, uphold integrity by avoiding bribes and fraud and avoid situations of conflicting interests. There are professional bodies for practically every engineering practice that have specific regulations that an ethical engineer should adhere to. In my major for example, which is chemical engineering, we have the American Institute of Chemical Engineers with specific professional requirements. Every ethical engineer should also understand their personal ethical system and that of the organization to guide in making ethical decisions. There are various ethical theories that can be applied in various situations such as utilitarianism and a proper understanding of the societal and organizational expectations will guide the process of decision making. Another expectation that I now have of an ethical engineer, is to have the courage to speak up or report instances where the proper guidelines are not followed to proper authorities if there is a risk of harm being inflicted upon others. This course has definitely changed my attitude towards the importance of ethics in the engineering profession and I now recognize the heavy responsibility that engineers have to make decisions that uphold the health and safety of the society.
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